
 
Use the following questions below to help you research traditional 

Chinese medicinal practises such as “dragon bones”. Make sure you 

answer in full sentences and in as much detail as possible.  

How were “dragon bones” used in traditional Chinese medicine?  

Why do you think “dragon bones” were used in traditional Chinese 

medicine?  

How did Wang Yirong discover that the “dragon bones” used in his 

medicine were not actually dragon bones after all?  

Why do you think that “dragon bones” were renamed Oracle Bones?  

How important do you think Liu E’s work was?  

If Lou Zhenyu traced the source of the Oracle Bones to Anyang in 

1908, why did it take until 1928 to fully prove the existence of the 

Shang Dynasty?  

What type of bones were used as Oracle Bones?  

What did the diviner do?  

Sometimes the diviner asked the question again in a different way.  

Why do you think this was the case?  

What else was discovered about the Shang Dynasty from the Oracle 

bones? 

 

 


