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CHURCHES

Biddulph English Martyrs’
Church, Church Road, Biddulph,
ST8 6NE

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church,
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6
5RD

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church,
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN

PARISH PRIEST

Rev Fr Julian C Green

St Joseph’s Presbytery

715 High Street
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD
Tel: (01782) 782121

fr julian.green(@rcaob.org.uk

Parish Secretary

Teresa Harding

Tel: (01782) 782121
OLG.parishes@rcaob.org.uk
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs
9am to 1pm.

Safeguarding

The Partnership of Parishes op-
erates in accordance with Statu-
tory Safeguarding Guidance and
the National and Archdioceses
policies & procedures at all
times. Our Parish Safeguarding
Representatives are:

Bidduph & Packmoor: Julie
Shufflebotham & Lorraine Con-
nell
(sg.eng]ishmartvrs.biddu]ph@rc
aob.org.uk)

Goldenhill: Jo Kirkham
(sg.stjoseph.goldenhill@rcaob.o

rg.uk)
Alternatively the Diocesan Safe-

guarding team can be contacted
on 0121 230 6240

or safeguardingﬁ@rcaob.org.uk if

you hﬂ.VQ any concerns.

Parish Website
www.partnershipparishes.org
The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese

of Birmingham: Registered Charity no.
234216
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Saturday 20th 5.30pm | Holy Mass of Sunday Bill & Mary Whitechouse
Sunday 21st 9.00am Holy Mass Marie Reilly
Fourth Sunday of Easter 11.00am Holy Mass John & Mary Moran & family
Good Shepherd Sunday
Monday 22nd 5.45pm Vespers
Feria 6.00pm Holy Mass Thanksgiving (Conrad bday)
Tuesday 23rd 9.15am Holy Mass Cullen family & friends
ST GEORGE 2.15pm | Holy Rosary
Wednesday 24th 5.45pm Vespers
Feria 6.00pm Holy Mass Reg Teece
Thursday 25th 9.30am Holy Mass (St Joseph’s school) | People of the Parishes
St Mark, Evangelist 12noon Holy Mass Mary Child
Friday 26th 9.15am Lauds
Feria 9.30am Holy Mass Stella Hull
Saturday 27th 4.45pm | Eucharistic Adoration
Feria 5.30pm | Holy Mass of Sunday Jean Harding
Sunday 28th 9.00am Holy Mass Joe & Helena Flatley
Fifth Sunday of Easter 11.00am Holy Mass Helen Hewitt
Monday 29th
St Catherine of Siena
Tuesday 30th 2.15pm | Holy Rosary
St Pius V
Wednesday 1st
St Joseph the Worker
Thursday 2nd
St Athanasius
Friday 3rd 5.00pm Eucharistic Adoration & Vespers
St Philip & St James 6.00pm Holy Mass Dec of Child family
Saturday 4th 11.30am Holy Mass Mary Jervis
ENGLISH MARTYRS 4.45pm | Eucharistic Adoration

5.30pm | Holy Mass of Sunday People of the Parishes
Sunday 5th 9.00am Holy Mass Michael Flatley, Kathleen & David
Sixth Sunday of Easter Pooley
11.00am Ho]y Mass Irene Aylward
3.30pm [ May Procession & Benediction

Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood

God our Father, From eternity You appointed Your only begotten Son to be the High Priest of the human race. Pour

forth, we beseech You, Your Holy Spirit upon our families, that vocations to the priesthood may be multiplied.

Lord Jesus, give us holy priests: to offer up the sacrifice of the Mass; To lead the little ones to You; to strengthen the
faith of believers; To preach the Gospel to all peoples; to bring forgiveness to sinners; To feed souls the Bread of Life; To

comfort the suffering & dying, and To spread Your Kingdom in our midst.

Mary, Mother of our High Priest, pray for us and obtain for us an increase of holy priests. Amen
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Mission Appeal Next Sunday we
welcome Fr Stephen Kariuki of the St
Patrick’s
(Kiltegan Fathers) who will preach
There
will be a second collection for the

Missionary Society
this year’s Mission Appeal.

missions after Mass.

Feast of the English Martyrs On
Saturday 4th May, you are invited to
come to the celebration of the Feast
of the English Martyrs, at English
Martyrs’ church Biddulph. There will
be Mass at 11.30am, followed by a
bring and share buffet lunch in the
meeting room. We look forward to
seeing you there!

May Procession This year sees the
return of the May Procession at St
Patrick’s Packmoor on Sunday 5th
May at 3.30pm. We are going to be
joined by members of the Walsing-
ham Association for the first May
Procession since 2019! After the
crowning of the statue and the pro-
cession and Benediction, there will
be a bring and share afternoon tea.
See you there!

Rosary We will have the prayer of
the Holy Rosary 20 minutes before
Mass on the Sundays of May:
4th/5th May—Joyful
11th/12th May—Luminous
18th/19th May—Sorrowful
25th/26th May—Glorious
Please volunteer to lead the Rosary
on one of the Sundays.

Our Lady of Grace Ladies Our
Ladies” group for all the women of
the parish meets again on Monday
13th May at 7pm at St Joseph’s Gold-
enhill. New ladies always welcome!

Men’s Prayer Circle Some of the
men who were part of the Men’s
Prayer & Life Workshop met togeth-
er on Saturday to look at continuing
the momentum of the group. And so
all men who have done the PLW are
invited to come once a month to a
Prayer Circle. It will include reading
and sharing the Word, a brief talk
and prayer, as well as a social time. A
bit like a workshop but shorter. It’s a
great opportunity to be supported in
prayer and the Christian life. The
first Saturday meeting will be on 18th
May at 9am at St Joseph’s.

Filipino Community Mass The
next Mass for the North Staffs Filipi-
no community will be at Holy Trini-
ty, Newcastle on Sunday 5th May at
3pm.

Talks on St John of the Cross
The Carmelite priest, Fr Matt Blake
OCD, will be visiting St Wulstan’s
parish, and giving a series of talks on
St John of the Cross, on the weekend
of Friday 10th to Sunday 12th May.
The talks will be on Friday at 7pm,
and then on Saturday at 10am and
3pm, and finally on Sunday at 3pm.
All the talks will take place in St
Woulstan’s school, Wolstanton. Don’t
miss this opportunity to hear an inspi-
rational and expert presentation.

Deanery Evening Talk On Friday
17th May, there will be a talk on the
Second Vatican Council’s Pastoral
Constitution ‘Sacrosanctum Concili-
um’, on the Liturgy. The effect of
this document of the Council was
probably the most noticeable, chang-
ing the way Mass was celebrated in
our parishes. The talk will be given
by Mgr Timothy Menezes, the Dean
of St Chad’s Cathedral, and will focus
on the key principles of the docu-
ment, as well as how it helps to show
us how to prepare for Mass through
private prayer. The talk takes place at
Holy Trinity Parish Centre, Newcas-
tle beginning at 7.30pm. Tea and

coffee available. All welcome.

Day of Prayer for Eastern Chris-
tians Sunday 5th May is the Day of

OUTREACH TO CARE
HOMES

Come and join us at Lawton Rise
Goldenhill on Wednesday 15th
May at 11am for our next care home
service. Please come and join us and
help the singing. Meet outside before
the service to gain access.

HOSPITALITY

Why not come and

ég join us for a cuppa, a

%é‘vz Z bite to eat and a chat
@ with others?

The Welcoming Place at St Joseph’s

Goldenhill is on Tuesdays from 10am

to 12noon. Drop into St Joseph’s

Academy and meet with friends and
have some light refreshments.

The Young at Heart Club, for senior
citizens, takes place at Kidsgrove
Town Hall on the last Tuesday of the
month. The next meeting is on Tues-
day 30th April from 2pm to 4pm.

Everyone welcome!

Prayer for Eastern Christians—
meaning the Christians who live in
the ancient heart of the Church, the
Middle East. These Churches have
been decimated by conflict and per-
secution by the Muslim majority.
And yet some Christians remain in
these ancient Churches. Please re-
member to pray for them on their
Day of Prayer

‘Mass for
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PARISH GIVING

This Sunday we are beginning a drive to increase our giving
and to make sure that everyone who gives by Standing Or-
der is contributing to the ‘Our Lady of Grace Parish’ bank
account (the same as the old St Joseph’s account).

. If you currently have a Standing Order for St John’s
or English Martyrs’ we need you to make a new
Standing Order. There is an envelope available for
you at church this weekend. Please follow the in-
structions to set up the new Standing Order with
your bank, and don’t forget to cancel the present
one!

. We are asking everyone to consider their current
level of giving. How long is it since you revised
how much you give? Don’t forget that inflation
affects the parish as much as households. Could you
revise your giving to be even more generous? You
can contact your bank directly to increase the
amount of your standing order, if you give in that
way. You can also give through the card reader in
church. Envelopes are also available to those who
prefer to give in cash.

. Please consider making a standing order, to give
directly from your bank account to ours on a week-
ly or monthly basis. The banks really don’t like
receiving large amounts of cash from us. It helps us
greatly if you can give in this way. Also don’t forget
that weekly offertory, second collections and votive
candles can be paid on the card reader.

. If you pay income tax (on wages, self-employment
or private pension) then you can Gift Aid you giv-
ing. It is then worth 25 per cent more to the parish.
If you don’t already Gift Aid please take a form. To
Gift Aid your donations you need a Standing Order
or numbered envelopes.

. If you no longer pay Income Tax, please contact
Teresa in the parish office to stop your Gift Aid.
You can still give by Standing Order however.

ST JOHN'S UPDATE

The Coptic Orthodox community have already begun the
celebration of the liturgy on Saturday mornings at St
John’s (or St Mary & St John’s as they now call it). I at-
tended the second of the Saturday liturgies, where Fr
Bishoy was celebrant and an English Coptic priest, Fr Peter
Farrington, was preaching. It is good to see the church
being used for the celebration of Christian liturgy once
again. The sound of the chants was somewhat different,
and the liturgy looks rather different too. After the cele-
bration of the liturgy, everyone went into the presbytery
to cat together. All the food was vegetarian, as the Coptic
church is still in Lent (together with most of the Eastern
churches). There were about thirty to forty people at the
liturgy, and they are so pleased to have a place in North
Staffordshire. They will be celebrating the liturgy each

Saturday morning at St John’s.

Fr Bishoy has issued an invitation to anyone from our par-
ish to go and join the Coptic community in Stockport for
their Easter Vigil on Saturday 4th May beginning at 8pm
and for the food afterwards. I will be going myself. If you
would like to go, then please see me and I can give you
details.

Fr Julian

PARISH REGISTERS

Baptism
Welcome to the family of the Church

to Anthony McGinley who is being
baptised at St Joseph’s on Sunday.

Hospital If you or someone you
know needs a priest in hospital, you
need to contact the chaplaincy your-
self. For Royal Stoke call 01782
676400. It is important to specify you
want the Catholic chaplain. For Hay-
wood Hospital please contact Fr
George at Sacred Heart, Tunstall. If
in doubt contact the ward staff.

Parish Office & Parish Priest’s
Open House

The Parish Office is closed from
Wednesday to Friday in Holy Week,
and on Easter Monday. It is open at
the other times advertised on the
front of the bulletin.

Open House is when Fr Julian is
available to be seen for consultations
about baptisms, weddings, or for any
other reason. Open House will be
available on Monday 22nd April at
6.30pm. No Open House on 29th
April nor 6th May.

Sanctuary Lamp Dedications
Week beginning 21st April
English Martyrs’:
St Joseph’s: John & Mary Leese
St Patrick’s: Jean & Don Green
Week beginning 28th April
English Martyrs’:
St Joseph’s: Leese & Potts family
St Patrick’s: John Martin
If you would like to dedicate a
lamp in one of our churches for
any intention, please place dona-
tion (min £5) in an envelope




