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Aims of the Session

To understand the programme of study in 
mathematics.

To understand what is meant by ‘mastery’ in 
mathematics.

To understand how maths is taught in our 
schools, including recent changes.

To help your child at home and help them to 
make maths meaningful in their lives.



Ofsted Review in Mathematics

Mathematics is a universal language that helps us to 
understand the world, and it is a core part of the 
curriculum. As well as teaching about numbers, shapes, 
statistics and patterns, it provides important tools for 
work in areas such as physics, architecture, medicine and 
business. It helps learners to develop logical and 
methodical thinking, to focus and to solve a wide range of 
mathematical problems.



What is ‘mastery’?

Mastering maths means pupils of all ages acquiring a deep, 
long-term, secure and adaptable understanding of the 
subject. The phrase ‘teaching for mastery’ describes the 
elements of classroom practice and school organisation 
that combine to give pupils the best chances of mastering 
maths. Achieving mastery means acquiring a solid enough 
understanding of the maths that’s been taught to enable 
pupils to move on to more advanced material.



Why mastery?



How do we achieve the mastery 
approach?

When teaching maths using the 
mastery approach, there is a clear 
focus on the use of concrete 
manipulatives in lessons, making 
maths more visual.

Teaching maths in this way creates 
conceptual understanding, making it 
possible for pupils to make 
connections.



Why Power Maths?

• The only mastery programme perfectly aligned to the White 
Rose Maths progressions and schemes of learning.

• Written specifically for UK curriculum classrooms by leading 
mastery experts from around the world and recommended by 
the UK’s Department for Education.

• An enriched approach that cleverly combines interactive 
teaching tools, rich and quality textbooks and practice books.

• Built around a child-centred lesson design that models and 
embeds a growth mindset approach to maths and focuses on 
helping all children to build a deep understanding of maths 
concepts.

• Half-termly and end of year tests to reliably track children’s 
progress against Age Related Expectations.



Maths Parent Workshop
Foundation Stage



 Teaching input – Nursery – Mastering the curriculum

 Reception – Power Maths/ Mastering number 

 1:1 support and intervention throughout continuous provision (learning trajectory)

 Daily Maths

 Continuous provision

What does Maths look like in the Early years?



What does maths look like in EYFS?

Mastery starts write from the Early Years 

Mastery is –

➢ Multi dimensional not one dimensional

➢ Believing maths can be accessible to everyone

➢ That we can use concrete/pictorial and abstract resources (concrete 

resources do not disappear after the Early Years)



What does maths look like in the Early 

years

 ‘I know my numbers to 10’

 ‘I cant count to ____’



 What do you see?

Why Mastery?



Why Mastery?



Early Learning Goals
 Number 

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number.

• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.

 Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds 

up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts

 Numerical pattern

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system.

• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is

greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity.

 Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, 

double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.



What does Maths look like in the Early years?
 Counting (forwards/backwards/from a given number)

 Numeral Recognition (1, 2, 3, 4….)

 Cardinality – Subitising – Perceptual and Conceptual

 Pattern awareness – repeating/border/grow and shrink/numerical/spotting a mistake

 Spatial cognition 

 Composition (Mainly Reception focus)- number bonds 



Cardinality – Subitising 

Perceptual –

Instant recognition of how many are in 

a given set

Conceptual subitizing

The ability to see sets of numbers 

within larger sets



Pattern awareness



Spatial cognition



Composition – number bonds



Assessing Maths in EYFS

 Ongoing teacher assessments

 Evidence me 

 Maths assessments 

 Power maths booklets 



Maths at home!

 Maths is used everyday in our daily lives and can be made as 
practical as possible!

 Baking – Measuring, More than / less than, ½ full / ½ empty

 Going shopping - Recognising numbers in the aisles, What 
number comes next?, What number was before?, Handling 
money – coins/notes

 Bath time - Playing with different sized containers, Which one 
holds more?, Which one holds the least?, When is it ½ full

 Outdoors! Patterns, mark making, spatial cognition



Practical Ideas
Bath Time

 Playing with different sized containers.

 Which one holds more?

 Which one holds the least?

 When is it ½ full?
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Any Questions?
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Maths Parent Workshop
Key Stage 1 & 2



What does maths look like in KS1 & KS2?

A typical maths lesson from Year 1 up to Year 6 will look like this:

Explore

Discussion

Share

Journaling

Guided Practice

Independent Practice

Reflect



Explore



Discussion



Share



Journaling



Guided Practice



Independent Practice



Reflect



Assessing Maths in KS1 & KS2

Ongoing assessments (verbal feedback; live marking; questioning)

NFER termly assessments (used to measure progress and identify gaps 
in learning)

End of block assessments (Power Maths / White Rose)

Year 4 MTC

End of KS2 Assessments (SATs)



The bigger picture…

 Maths isn’t an extra thing to do…and it isn’t just a lesson in school. 
It should be incorporated in our children’s everyday experiences.
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TTRS

Builds confidence

Resilience

Fun, friendly competitions

In-house battles and national tournaments

Good practice for Year 4 MTC



99 Club Challenge



Maths really is everywhere…



A final thought…

Around 34% of adults openly admit that they 
are ‘bad at maths’ in front of their children
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Any Questions?
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